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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner 's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with David Jacobson on February 15, 2007. 



Claim 39. 

A method for providing multimedia content to a customer comprising: connecting 
a computing device to a first server via a data communication network, the computing 
device including a display screen, communicating first data from the first server to the 
computing device via the data communication network, the first data defining 
implementing a first graphical user interface that provides for user selection of 
multimedia content; displaying the first graphical user interface on the display screen of 
the computing device; in response to user interaction with the first graphical user 
interface whereby the user selects particular multimedia content, communicating second 
data identifying the particular multimedia content from the computing device to the first 
server over the data communications network; connecting a second server to a media 
receiver at the customer's premises via a distribution network, the distribution network 
employing a plurality of RF channels for delivery of multimedia content from the 
second server to the media receiver, the media receiver separate and distinct from the 
computing device; communicating a command to the media receiver via the distribution 
network, the command providing third data that enables the media receiver to tune to at 
least one particular RF channel of said plurality of RF channels of the distribution 
network and receive the particular media content over said at least one particular RF 
channel, wherein the command is communicated to the media receiver upon a 
determination that sufficient bandwidth is available over said at least one particular RF 
channel; upon receipt of the command at the media receiver, tuning the media receiver to 
said at least one particular RF channel; and communicating the particular media content 
from the second server to the media receiver over said at least one particular RF 
channel of the distribution network where it is received at the media receiver for output 
therefrom.. 

Claim 45 

A method according to claim 3$ 39, wherein: 
the data communication network comprises the Internet. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 39,40 and 42-57 are allowed over the prior art record. 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

2. The closest prior art of record Barker (US Patent No 6,141,682) teaches a Method and 
apparatus for integrating interactive local internet access and downstream data transfer 
over a cable TV system with upstream data carried by other media. Akiyama (EP 1 041 
767 A2) teaches a system for authenticating data send to a certified system. 

Pay Per View Streaming teaches a system implementing the purchasing of online 
content. 

What they fail to teach or suggest: 
As per claim 1, 

none of the art of record, taken individually or combination disclose at least the 
steps/components of : connecting a second server to a media receiver at the customer's 
premises via a distribution network, the distribution network employing a plurality of 
RF channels for delivery of multimedia content from the second server to the media 
receiver, the media receiver separate and distinct from the computing device; 
communicating a command to the media receiver via the distribution network, the 
command providing third data that enables the media receiver to tune to at least one 
particular RF channel of said plurality of RF channels of the distribution network and 
receive the particular media content over said at least one particular RF channel, wherein 
the command is communicated to the media receiver upon a determination that sufficient 
bandwidth is available over said at least one particular RF channel; upon receipt of the 
command at the media receiver, tuning the media receiver to said at least one particular 
RF channel; and communicating the particular media content from the second server 
to the media receiver over said at least one particular RF channel of the distribution 
network where it is received at the media receiver for output therefrom.. 

Even if the features missing from the above cited prior art were found in a 
reasonable number of references a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention would not have been motivated to combine these reference because the claimed 
feature of "upon receipt of the command at the media receiver, tuning the media receiver 
to said at least one particular RF channel; and communicating the particular media 
content from the second server to the media receiver over said at least one particular 
RF channel of the distribution network where it is received at the media receiver for 
output therefrom" is not a feature normally associated with media distribution and 
therefore would have to be disclosed by art unrelated to media distribution. 

Claims 40 and 42-57 are dependant upon claim 39 and are therefore 
allowable for at least the same reasons. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John M. Winter whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6713. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6, 1st Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on (571) 272-6779. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




fohn Winter 
Patent Examiner - 3621 




